	Week
	Focus
	Content/Activities

	1
	Introduction to the writing cycle and the purpose of writing
 
Purpose
	Brainstorming around the different purposes for writing and discussion 
 
Overview of the writing cycle and brief discussion of each of the stages. Generate initial ideas for the types of writing which might be produced using the cycle. 
 
Introduce key terms related to the chosen area of study. Introduce the Purpose stage. Discuss audience, purpose, and context. 

	2
	Exploration
	Introduce the Exploration stage.
 
Explore mentor texts from a range of authors and forms.
 
Identify the key features of texts and author styles. Use close reading activities.

	3
	Ideas
	Generate ideas for students’ writing. Brainstorming activities and activities like thinking routines

	4
	Skills
	Skills week one: Use workshopping and conferencing techniques to identify and work on specific skills. In week one, focus on skills such as style, voice, and context-related skills. Derive skills and techniques from the mentor texts and based on student need.

	5
	Skills
	Skills week two: Use workshopping and conferencing techniques to identify and work on specific skills. In week two focus on skills related to expression, language, and technique. Derive skills and techniques from the mentor texts and based on student need.

	6
	Collaboration
	Peer assessment, guided workshops, and editing. Workshopping and editing.

	7
	Revisit the cycle
	Return to the Purpose stage and explore whether students have met the initial criteria established for the audience, purpose, and context of their texts. Review mentor texts, check original ideas, and refine any other skills if necessary.

	8
	Publication
	Final editing and proof reading prior to publication.


Sample 8 week writing cycle unit plan
This unit plan can be adapted to any year level and is suitable for Unit 1 Area of Study 2 / Unit 3 Area of Study 2 
