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The thinking behind Crafting and 
Creating Texts
• Placing value on writing as process, not product

• Drafting is included and actively encouraged, reflected in a 
change to the general advice in the VCAA Administrative 
Handbook

• Not a repeat of 2008-2016 Context Area of Study

• Note: The oral task (originally in this AoS in the consultation draft) has 
been moved into unit two, outcome two. drafting is included in this 
area of study and in unit three, outcome two as part of writing 
processes. 



Overview of Unit 1 - Area of Study 2: 
Crafting Texts
• Imaginative, persuasive, informative, and hybrid texts

• Purpose, audience, and context

• Vocabulary, text structures, language features and ideas

• Including colloquial, slang, dialect, non-standard, technical, and abstract

• “Teachers and students can negotiate ideas and mentor texts that best fit 
the context and interests of the cohort. Three mentor texts must be studied 
in depth.”

• Outcome: 2x student-created texts and 1x reflection on process (or 
annotations for EAL)



Exploring Mentor Texts
• “No mentor texts aligned with any idea in the Framework of 

Ideas (List 2 of the VCAA VCE English and EAL Text List) can 
be studied in Unit 1” - SD

• “either one of the texts set for study for Unit 1, Outcome 1 
and Unit 2, Outcome 1, or two of the texts set for study for 
Unit 1, Outcome 2 must be by Australian authors or creators.”

• “can include short stories, speeches or monologues (with 
transcripts), essays (comment, opinion, reflective, personal), 
podcasts (with transcripts), poetry/songs, feature articles 
(including a series of blog or social media postings) and 
memoirs and biography and can be entire texts or extracts.”



The Writing Process
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Working with Mentor Texts: Example 
from Futures
• You should have a copy of the Futures pack if you’ve 

previously joined the mailing list

• One of the texts in the pack – my flash-fiction – was written 
specifically for this as an example

• The flash-fic uses language and techniques from several of the
pieces and draws on ideas from Future such as climate
change, space exploration, and the changing landscape of 
Australia



Kate Fagan - Future Green 



• Uses scientific plant 
names like the Fagan 
poem to create sense 
of place (language)

• Features a twist and 
foreshadowing like 
the Jackson
(structural
techniques)

• Flash-fiction (form)

• Australian audience,
purpose to entertain,
context – science 
fiction anthology/ 
magazine



Teachers as writers
• Not all teachers will be comfortable writing in front of a class, 

either live or pre-prepared

• It is important that teachers are able to model how students
might adapt techniques etc. and create original pieces

• Think about what you might do to support the teachers in your 
faculties (and yourselves) in gaining confidence as writers



Mentimeter
• What ideas have you had so far 

about mentor texts?

• Use the QR code or the link in the
chat to add three mentor text
suggestions to the cloud, e.g.:
• A particular form (blog, op-ed, story)
• An author you like
• A specific text



Overview of Unit 3 - Area of Study 2: 
Creating Texts
• Very similar to U1AoS2 

• “For Unit 3, Area of Study 2, students must read and study three 
mentor texts aligned with an idea from the Framework of Ideas (List 
2 of the VCAA VCE English and EAL Text List).”

• Text list for 2024 will arrive at the end of this year. Sample exams will
not be available until (possibly late) next year.

• Outcome (60 marks) divided into 2x written pieces and 1x reflection 
on writing process (20 marks each). [NB: EAL 50 marks, 20 x 2 texts + 
10 marks for annotations)



Audience and Context
• Social connections – how well do I know this audience, and how well do 

they know me?

• Cultural understanding – does the writer share the same cultural 
understanding as the audience?

• Power – who holds power, the writer and/or the audience? To what 
degree?

• Formality/Register – what level of formality would be most appropriate for 
this audience?

• Mode – how will the audience receive this writing – will they read it or will 
they listen to it?

• Site – where will this writing appear and where will the audience receive it 
(including public, private)?

• Taken from the Study Design



Exploring Ideas and Frameworks
• “no idea from the Framework of Ideas listed for study at Unit 3 

can be studied in Unit 1” – SD

• “While the statement ‘no idea from the Framework of Ideas 
listed for study at Unit 3 can be studied at Unit 1’ can be 
interpreted as ‘listed for study by the school’, which opens up 
the ideas from the Framework of Ideas in the study design to 
be studied in Unit 1, this interpretation is not in the spirit of the 
study design and would be discouraged by the VCAA.” –
Planning Advice



Year 11: Idea
• Choose your own idea

• Look to the VCAA Planning/Advice pages or resources like
Insight Publications Year 11 for examples of ideas you could
choose

• Choose based on your cohort – what are they interested in? 
Consider polling Year 10 students

• Examples might include past, future, place, food, culture, 
dreams, conflict, peace, joy, the city, rural… broad ideas!



Year 12: 
Framework of 
Ideas



Assessment
• Both Year 11 and Year 12 English students will need to produce two

original texts and one reflective commentary

• EAL students must produce a set of reflective annotations in place
of the commentary

• Balance audience, purpose and context with the techniques and 
language from the mentor texts, framed by the idea

• Reflective commentary very much like the statement of 
intent/written explanations of previous SDs, but with a focus on the 
above



Reproduced with permission from Insight Publications 2022



English versus EAL
• https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-

designs/english-and-eal/Pages/Assessment.aspx

• Summary of differences between EAL and English 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/english-and-eal/Pages/Assessment.aspx










Q & A
• Unmute, raise hand, or drop a question in the chat!



Feedback
• https://forms.gle/AYvzom18RvweAckGA

• Thanks for attending this afternoon!

• Leonfurze.com for resources, articles and more

• August 2nd Practical Reading Strategies Professional
Learning for Independent Schools Victoria

• Practical Writing Strategies out 2022

• Email me with any questions leonfurze@gmail.com

https://forms.gle/AYvzom18RvweAckGA
mailto:leonfurze@gmail.com

